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Date(s) Used 
 

October 15, 2010 

Civics Category 
 

III. U.S. History and Citizenship Preparation 

 
Civics Objective 
 

2. Government and Law  
Identify people and events in local, state, and/or federal history. 
 
6. Community Resources – Citizenship Preparation 
Explore information and procedures for the naturalization process. 

 
Time Frame to Complete 
Lesson 
 

Three one-hour sessions,  
Part of the project will be completed at home. 

EFL(s) 
 

High Intermediate (4) to Advanced (6) 

Standard(s)/Components of 
Performance 
 

Listen Actively 
Speak So Others Understand 

Read with Understanding 
Convey Ideas in Writing 

Benchmark(s) 
 

o L.4.1  Demonstrate comprehension of familiar topics. 
o L.4.4  Respond appropriately to questions and two-step directions 

from various listening situations. 
o S.4.1  Participate in conversations on familiar topics. 
o S.4.3  Use grammatical structures (e.g. future and common irregular 

past tenses) to communicate meaning. 
o R.4.1  Comprehend information in common forms and simple 

paragraphs. 
o R.4.2  Use strategies to understand text (e.g. use a basic ESOL 

dictionary or bilingual dictionary, apply context and language clues). 
o R.4.5  Draw conclusions. 
o R.6.1  Read authentic materials to gain knowledge. 
o W.4.2  Organize simple sentences with a beginning, middle, and 

end. 
o W.4.5  Use conventions of spelling and punctuation. 



 

 

 

Materials 
 

o Website:  http://www.nps.gov/elis/historyculture/index.htm 
o Website: www.uscis.gov 
o Website: http://www.elcivics.com/ 
o Family tree worksheet (one is teacher-made, another can be used 

found on the EL Civics website) 
o teacher-made vocabulary worksheet 
o teacher-made worksheet on the beginnings of immigration into 

America and the processing area known as Ellis Island 
o worksheet asking student to interview family members about their 

first day in America. 
o Packet from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services – “A Guide to 

Naturalization”.  This shows generally how a person can become a 
citizen of the United States.  Also charts from Immigration showing 
years, countries, and counts of aliens coming into the USA. 

o Computer, internet, and printer  

 
Activities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 1 – Write the word “immigration” on the board.  Discuss its 
meaning.  Tell class they will be learning when immigrants first came to 
America, how they were processed at Ellis Island, and how many people 
came through New York. 
 
Step 2 – Give students copies of the vocabulary.  Look over the 
definitions.  Then cut out the words and their definitions so that they are 
mixed up.  With a partner, shuffle them around and then put them back in 
order. 
 
Step 3 – Have students look at the reading section (teacher-made 
worksheet).  Note that vocabulary words are in bold type.  Let them read 
the first section silently.  Then work with a partner to answer the 
discussion questions.  Work with entire class and share some of the 
answers.  This would be a good time for 2 students to go to the 
ELCivics.com website to get more information about the buildings and 
the actual entry process at Ellis Island. 
 
Step 4 – Read the second part of the worksheet and do the same with 
the questions. 
 
Step 5 – For an extension, have students begin working on their own 
family tree.  They may need to talk to their relatives to finish the survey. 
 
Step 6 – Project #2 – Immigration.  Read the short section together.  
Discuss the assignment.  Do a sample interview with the class.  Give 
some ideas as to what people might see first when coming to America.  
Talk about what might have been challenging and what might have been 
fascinating.  When the students come back with two interviews, and after 
these have been shared, have students write the interviews in their 
journal to read later in the year.  They can then write in their journal what 
they learned about the entire project. 

Assessment/ 
Evidence 
 

The students will be able to conduct interviews with family members and 
be able to share with the class.  More advanced students could set up 
mock interviews from the Ellis Island experience (available at 

http://www.nps.gov/elis/historyculture/index.htm
http://www.uscis.gov/
http://www.elcivics.com/


 

 

 

 http://www.history.com/topics/ellis-island/videos). 
Reflection Even with adaptations such as reducing the vocabulary to five terms, 

beginning students might have difficulties with this lesson.  Being 
immigrants themselves, students were able to relate to the project. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


